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SUMMARY 

S-1  INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
Los Angeles Pierce College is a 2-year community college accredited by the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges and one of nine community colleges that form the Los 
Angeles Community College District.  First opened in 1947, the College offers academic 
associate degree and occupational associate degree programs in the arts and sciences as well as 
occupational certificate programs and certificate of achievement programs. 

In the Fall 2001 semester there were 18,118 students enrolled at Pierce College.  The estimated 
number of annual full-time-equivalent (FTE)1 students for the 2001-2002 academic year is 
13,591.  As of the Fall 2001 semester there were 566 FTE employed staff members at Pierce 
College.  The projected number of FTE students for the 2002-2003 academic year is 12,000 and 
the projected number of FTE employed staff members is 536.2 

S-2  DEVELOPMENT OF THE MASTER PLAN 
In January 2000, Los Angeles Pierce College reactivated a Facilities Master Plan contract that 
had been originally awarded in 1997 and then placed on hold by a previous College 
administration following the production of Volume 1, which documented existing conditions on 
the campus.  Pierce College’s Educational Master Plan served as the foundation for the Facilities 
Master Plan.  At the beginning of the planning process, a significant outreach effort was 
undertaken, internally and externally.  Three symposia were held with guests invited from the 
University of California at Davis, Cal Poly University Pomona, Cal Poly University San Luis 
Obispo, agricultural businesses, and Pierce’s agricultural faculty to examine the potential for 
urban agricultural education.  Numerous meetings with on-campus stakeholders as well as 
neighbors, community organizations, business interests, and elected officials were held.  An 
Open House Workshop for the general public was held in March 2000 for which 10,000 
invitations were sent. 

Three broad alternate Facilities Master Plan concepts were developed to fulfill the following 
objectives:  meet the College’s educational needs as defined in the Educational Master Plan, 
improve the image of the Pierce College campus by giving priority to high visibility/high use 
areas, provide space to allow the College to support an enrollment of 20,0003 students, re-
establish the College as a center for urban agriculture, and form public/private partnerships to 

                                                 
1 To determine the number of full-time-equivalent (FTE) students, the District calculates the total number of 
instructional hours for all of the enrollments and divides by 525 hours, which is roughly the number of instructional 
hours of one student taking five 3-unit classes for two primary terms.  Instructional hours are based on enrollments 
on a census date and hours are counted differently for full-term and short-term classes.  Some courses require 
reporting of actual hours of attendance only. 
2 Due to limitations on state operating funds, enrollment for the 2002-2003 academic year will be constrained and 
will be lower than enrollment for the preceding 2001-2002 academic year. 
3 Current projections indicate that future enrollment in the Fall 2010 semester under the proposed Master Plan would 
exceed previous projections and would total 23,252 students.  This estimate is based on a projected enrollment in the 
Fall 2002 semester of 16,990 students and a subsequent average increase in enrollment of 4 percent per year through 
2010.  
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support academic initiatives.  In September 2000, the three alternate Master Plan concepts were 
presented with another round of campus and public outreach.  Members of the public were 
encouraged to examine the concepts and submit opinions, suggestions, and concerns so that they 
might be incorporated into the plan.  The resulting proposed Master Plan concept, including 
comments received during the public outreach process, was submitted to the Board of Trustees 
of the Los Angeles Community College District in December 2000.  That Master Plan concept 
provided the basic project description for this Environmental Impact Report. 

S-3  PROPOSITION A BOND MEASURE 
Proposition A is a $1.245 billion facilities bond that is being used to repair, rehabilitate, and 
modernize facilities at all nine of the Los Angeles Community College District’s campuses.  Los 
Angeles voters approved Proposition A on April 10, 2001, by a 67 percent margin, surpassing 
the 55 percent needed for passage.  The District has established a goal of spending $525 million 
in the first 36 months on programming, design, and construction for the District’s nine campuses. 

Proposition A requires that bond revenues be expended only for construction, reconstruction, 
rehabilitation, or replacement of college facilities and that no bond revenues be expended for any 
teacher or administrative salaries or other college operating expenses.  To ensure that all 
Proposition A requirements are met, the District established an independent District Citizens’ 
Oversight Committee, as well as Citizens’ Oversight Committees for each of the District’s nine 
colleges.  The committees are comprised of business, labor, education, student, senior, and 
community leaders.  A Pierce College Oversight Committee has also been established. 

Pierce College was allocated $166 million of the $1.245 billion bond measure.  The Facilities 
Master Plan was developed for the College to set forth the vision, commitment, and objectives of 
the College and its use of the bond money.  Pierce College kicked off the District’s 
comprehensive Proposition A construction program to upgrade campus facilities in a ceremonial 
groundbreaking on October 25, 2001, for the construction of Pierce College’s Student Store and 
Support Services Center. 

S-4  PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
The objectives of the proposed Master Plan are to: 

•  Create a more active and productive Pierce College: educationally, economically, and in 
the community. 

•  Improve the image of the Pierce College campus by giving priority to high visibility/high 
use areas. 

•  Provide facilities to allow Pierce College to support projected enrollment in the year 
2010. 

•  Enhance land resources and re-establish Pierce College as a center for urban agriculture. 

•  Create public/private partnerships to enhance academic programs and to provide support 
facilities. 
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•  Create better and improved access to the tools that aid learning, including library 
facilities, technological research and instructional aids, and laboratory equipment. 

•  Create and develop new and emerging educational programs. 

•  Create and design facilities that promote the Leadership in Energy & Environmental 
Design (LEED) Green Building standards. 

S-5  PROJECT LOCATION AND SETTING 
Pierce College is located in the southwest corner of the San Fernando Valley in the City and 
County of Los Angeles (see Figure S-1).  The campus is generally bounded to the north by 
Victory Boulevard,4 to the south by residential development and Oxnard Street, to the east by 
Winnetka Avenue, and to the west by De Soto Avenue and a residential development currently 
under construction on the east side of De Soto Avenue (see Figure S-2).  Land uses in the 
vicinity of the campus are shown on Figure S-3.  The College campus encompasses a total land 
area of approximately 384 acres.  Approximately 200 of the 384 acres are devoted to an 
agricultural laboratory (often referred to as the Pierce Farm), which has been less intensely used 
in recent years.  Most of the College’s educational buildings are located in the core area of the 
campus.  Other important campus areas include the athletic/recreational and horticultural areas. 

S-6  PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The Master Plan would maintain the College’s agricultural integrity while providing enough 
space in new and modernized facilities to accommodate an enrollment in 2010 of 23,252 
students (or 16,423 annual FTE students) and 734 FTE employed staff members.5  At the same 
time the Master Plan would enhance the image of the campus and further the educational goals 
and curriculum of the College.  Figure S-4 illustrates the existing buildings/facilities and 
landscape of Pierce College. 

The Master Plan proposes to meet these goals through the construction of new facilities and 
renovation and modernization of existing facilities.  The College also seeks public/private 
partnerships to expand its facilities and educational opportunities. 

                                                 
4 Pierce College property also includes a Child Development Center and land leased to the Sunrise Little League 
located immediately north of Victory Boulevard and west and east of Winnetka Avenue, respectively. 
5 Student FTE and full-time employed staff members are projected on the basis of 4% funded growth compounded 
annually from Fall 2002. 
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Figure S-1:  Regional Location Map 
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The Proposition A Bond projects discussed in the Master Plan include but are not limited to:  
new and enhanced student classrooms and resources, administrative and faculty offices, 
maintenance and operations facilities, agricultural facilities, and an Equestrian Education Center 
that would enhance Pierce College’s agricultural curriculum and community services programs. 

The bond projects are listed in Table S-1 and have been organized into three categories: 1) 
construction of new facilities, 2) renovation, reconstruction, and modernization of existing 
facilities, and 3) demolition projects.  A detailed description of the proposed Proposition A Bond 
projects is provided in Chapter 2 of this EIR. 

The public/private partnerships would provide the setting for the interface between the College’s 
human, physical, academic, and technical resources and those of the private sector.  They would 
also promote and support technology transfer and educational opportunity, student and faculty 
professional advancement, and community economic development. 

The public/private partnership projects may include agricultural partnerships, life-long learning 
residences, student dormitories, a sciences/research and development building, and a horticulture 
building. The public/private partnership projects are listed in Table S-1 and described in detail in 
Chapter 2 of this EIR.  Implementation of some of the partnership projects may require 
zoning/planning approvals from the City of Los Angeles. 

The proposed Master Plan projects involve construction and renovation in the education/public 
facilities portion of the campus as well as the agricultural/open space areas of the campus (see 
Figure S-5).  The new and renovated buildings would be architecturally individual yet have a 
common theme visually tying the buildings together.  New educational facilities and buildings 
proposed under the Master Plan would result in the development of approximately 12 to 13 acres 
of open space/farmland in the agricultural area of the campus. 

Completion of the projects proposed under the Master Plan would result in an increase of 
approximately 500,000 gross square feet of building area, 400 to 450 housing units, and 1,087 
parking spaces on the campus.  Currently, there are approximately 585,000 gross square feet of 
building area6 and 4,119 parking spaces (3,949 paved parking spaces and 170 unpaved parking 
spaces in dirt lots) on the campus.  No housing is currently provided on the campus.  
Implementation of the Master Plan would also increase employment at the College from 566 
(2001-2002 academic year) to 734 full-time-equivalent staff members in the 2010-2011 
academic year.  Construction of new facilities and renovation, reconstruction, and modernization 
of existing facilities under the Master Plan would be consistent with Pierce College’s energy 
conservation measures that  are currently being implemented campus-wide. 

The Master Plan construction scenario addresses development that is expected to commence in 
2003 and continue through the year 2010.  This is considered to be a flexible timetable as 
commencement of several projects is contingent upon finding suitable private partners. 

 

                                                 
6 Source:  Los Angeles Pierce College 2001-02 Space Inventory, LACCD Operations Division, Facilities Planning 
and Development Department, October 12, 2001. 
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Table S-1:  Proposed Master Plan Projects 

Map 
Key Project Name Size Construction Schedule 

Proposition A Bond Projects – New Construction Projects 

1 Agriculture/Science/Nursing Building 130,000 sf March 2004 – August 2005 

2 Technology Center 60,000 sf May 2004 – May 2005 

3 Child Development Center 30,000 sf February 2004 – January 2005 

4 New “Central” Maintenance and 
Operations Facility 

35,000 sf; 
40 vehicle 
parking  

November 2005 – November 
2006 

8 New Gardener’s M&O Facility To Be 
Determined

May 2004 – December 2004 

5 New Refrigeration Plant M&O 
Facility 

To Be 
Determined 

March 2005 – February 2006 

6 

Maintenance and 
Operation (M&O) 
Facilities 

Automotive M&O Facility 
(facility relocated into an existing 
building) 

N/A April 2006 – December 2006 

7 Student Food Services/Conference Facility 20,000 sf September 2006 – September 
2007 

8 Horticulture Classroom Building & Greenhouse & 
Renovations 

2,000-sf 
classroom 
building 
(60-student 
capacity) 
and 
renovation 
of existing 
facilities 

December 2003 – December 
2004 

N/A Water Reclamation Facility To Be 
Determined

August 2004 – December 2005 

9 Campus Police Station (on hold pending funding) 3,000 sf On Hold 

10 Pierce College Equestrian Education Center 134,092 sf 
and 32.8 
acres (this 
includes 
the existing 
equestrian 
area) 

February 2004 – August 2004 

11 Admissions/Counseling/Student Services Building 60,000 sf September 2004 – February 2006 

Proposition A Bond Projects – Reconstruction, Renovation, and Modernization Projects 

12 Life Science/Chemistry/Physics Building 41,741 sf September 2005 – March 2006 

Exterior renovation  N/A April 2006 – October 2006 

13 Administration 
Building Interior renovation  19,119 sf April 2006 – October 2006 

14 Campus Center 12,064 sf September 2008 – September 
2009 

15 Computer Science/Computer Learning Center 56,617 sf May 2005 – January 2006 

16 Library 23,900 sf April 2004 – June 2005 
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Table S-1:  Proposed Master Plan Projects 

Map 
Key Project Name Size Construction Schedule 

N/A Architectural Upgrade of Quad Buildings 
(exterior renovation) 

N/A April 2006 – October 2006 

17 Behavioral Science, Social Science, Mathematics, 
Business Education, and English   

38,012 sf February 2004 – October 2004 

18 Faculty Office (Cottages) 14,020 sf January 2004 – September 2004 

19 Fine Arts and Music  36,082 sf March 2005 – November 2005 

20 Theater Building (Performing Arts Building) 28,550 sf September 2003 – April 2004 

21 Animal Science Facilities Two 80-
person 
classrooms 
and lab 
facilities 

September 2003 – July 2006 

22 Life Science/Natural Resources Management (Canyon de 
Lana Restoration)  

15 acres August 2003 – January 200 

23 Physical Education Facilities (Gymnasium Buildings and 
Athletic Facilities - on hold pending funding) 

83,080 sf On Hold 

24 Re-alignment of Brahma Drive September 2003 – April 2004 

N/A Parking Lots 1,2,3,5, swine unit 
parking, and various other lots 

January 2003 – January 2010 

N/A 

Roadway, Walkway, 
Grounds, Parking 
Lot, and Entrance 
Improvements 

Signage for Safety and Public 
Information (Landscape Master 
Plan, Electronic Marquee, Mall 
Enhancement) 

N/A 

January 2003 – January 2010 

N/A Restroom/ADA Renovations N/A January 2003 – September 2009 

Proposition A Bond Projects – Demolition Projects 

N/A Demolition of remaining Bungalows/Trailers 15,000 sf January 2004 – March 2004 

N/A Demolition of the Child Development Center 3,660 sf Contingent upon completion of 
agreement with Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority 

N/A Demolition of the Existing Student Store/Business Office 7,479 sf Prior to construction of the new 
Technology Center 

N/A Demolition of the Cafeteria/ASO Trailer 17,700 sf Upon finding a suitable partner for 
the Student Dormitory Partnership

N/A Demolition of Small Structures in Canyon de Lana N/A August 2003 – January 2004 

N/A Demolition of the Agricultural Sciences Building and Plant 
Facilities 

Plant 
Facilities-
35,600 sf; 
Agricultural 
Sciences 
Building-
5,000 sf 

Prior to the start of construction 
for Phase II of the 
Exhibition/Events Center and 
Sciences Partnership Building. 

N/A Demolition of the Soils Lab/Horticulture Unit 15,451 sf Upon finding a suitable partner for 
the Sciences Building Partnership 

N/A Demolition of Storage Structure in the Horticulture Area N/A December 2003 – December 
2004 
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Table S-1:  Proposed Master Plan Projects 

Map 
Key Project Name Size Construction Schedule 

Public/Private Partnership Projects 

25 Agriculture Education Experiences 
and Programs  

Approx. 
7 acres 

Begin in January 2003  

26 Produce Stand  5,000 sf 
and 2 to 3 
acres  

27 

Agriculture 
Partnerships 

Agricultural Fields 12 to 13 
acres 

Begin in the 1st half of 2003 

28 Sciences Partnership Building Approx. 
100,000 sf 
and  
7 acres 

February 2007 – July 2008 

29 Horticulture Partnership Approx. 
31 acres 

May 2003 – December 2004 

30 Viticulture Partnership  Approx. 
9 acres 

January 2004 – October 2004 

31 East Student Dormitory September 2008 – August 2009 

32 

Student Housing 
Partnership  West Student Dormitory 

200 total 
units September 2006 – August 2007 

33 Life-Long Learning Residences Partnership Approx. 
5 to 12 
acres/ 200 
to 250 units

August 2008 – August 2009 

Note:   N/A – Not Applicable 

Source:  Pierce College; Swinerton Management & Consulting; Myra L. Frank & Associates, Inc., 2002. 

S-7  ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED PROJECT 

S-7.1  No Project Alternative 
According to the CEQA Guidelines (Section 15126.6(e)(3)(B)), the No Project Alternative is 
defined as the “circumstance under which the project does not proceed.”  The impacts of the No 
Project Alternative shall be analyzed “by projecting what would reasonably be expected to occur 
in the foreseeable future if the project were not approved, based on current plans and consistent 
with available infrastructure and community services.”  The purpose of describing and analyzing 
the No Project Alternative is “to allow decision-makers to compare the impacts of approving the 
proposed Project with the impacts of not approving the proposed Project.” 

Under the No Project Alternative, no comprehensive program of improvement projects would be 
implemented.  The Pierce College campus would largely remain as is and would continue to 
operate and provide services in a manner similar to current conditions.  New improvements and 
renovation work would be minimal, intermittent, and would consist primarily of those campus 
projects already approved and funded (e.g., perimeter fence replacement project, Parking Lot 7 
renovation project).  Maintenance activities would continue consistent with present and recent 
past practices.  As a result of the limited extent of improvements that might occur under the No 
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Project Alternative, future enrollment growth at the College could be constrained and would 
likely be less than the 23,252 students projected in the year 2010 under the Master Plan.  
However, given recent trends, it is expected some increases in student enrollment would still 
occur. 

As a consequence, the No Project Alternative project would not result in many of the significant 
or potentially significant impacts of the proposed project described in Chapter 3 of this EIR. 

S-7.2  Alternatives Considered During the Master Plan 
Planning Process 
During the Master Plan planning process, three alternative concepts were developed 
(Alternatives A, B, and C) and presented to the public in a series of community meetings and 
open houses.  Illustrative and Land Use plans were developed for each of these alternative 
concepts.  As depicted in those plans, these alternatives would include all of the facilities 
proposed under the preferred Master Plan but would differ primarily with respect to the locations 
of the proposed facilities.  These alternative concepts and their potential environmental effects 
are briefly described below. 

a.  Alternative A 

Similar to the preferred Master Plan, Alternative A would concentrate most new facilities in or 
near the campus core.  Major differences between this alternative and the proposed Master Plan 
include development of the new Science Partnership Building immediately south of Victory 
Boulevard and west of Mason Street and construction of the Life-Long Learning Residences 
Community in the horticultural area in the southeastern portion of the campus.  As a 
consequence, most of the impacts of this alternative would be generally similar to the impacts 
that would occur under the proposed Master Plan, with the exception of potential visual impacts, 
which would be potentially greater than those that could occur under the proposed Master Plan 
due to the location of the Sciences Partnership Building and Life-Long Learning Residences 
Community in visually sensitive areas. 

b.  Alternative B 

The major differences between this alternative and the proposed Master Plan include: 1) 
development of the proposed Equestrian Education Center in an alternative location south of El 
Rancho Drive and west of Stadium Way; 2) development of a new 5-acre campus parking lot 
immediately south of Victory Boulevard and west of Mason Street; and 3) construction of the 
new Life-Long Learning Residences Community in the horticultural area in the southeastern 
portion of the campus. 

With the exception of visual impacts, most impacts under this alternative would be generally 
similar to the impacts that could occur under the proposed Master Plan.  Development of the 
parking lot and resulting loss of farmland along Victory Boulevard would be a new significant 
visual impact that would not occur under the Master Plan.  The loss of green space in the 
southeastern corner of the campus to construct the new Life-Long Learning Residences 
Community would also be a new visual impact.  Development of the new Equestrian Education 
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Center south of El Rancho Drive as an alternative location to the Master Plan site north of El 
Rancho Drive (i.e., the existing location of the equestrian facilities) could have beneficial as well 
as adverse effects.  This alternative would preserve the agricultural fields in the vicinity of the 
existing equestrian center.  Locating the Equestrian Education Center at the site proposed under 
this alternative would make it less visible from areas bordering the campus to the west and north; 
thus, there could be fewer adverse visual effects on those areas.  However, this location would be 
closer to the single-family residential neighborhood to the south, which could create new visual, 
lighting, and noise impacts on this neighborhood. 

c.  Alternative C 

This alternative would differ from the Master Plan in the following ways:  1) development of the 
Equestrian Education Center in a location immediately south of Victory Boulevard near the 
northwestern corner of the campus; 2) construction of the Life-Long Learning Residential 
Community in the Chalk Hills west of the stadium (note: this site is also identified in the 
proposed Master Plan described in this EIR as an alternate location for this facility); and 3) 
development of campus residential units in the horticultural area near the southeastern corner of 
the campus.  Similar to Alternatives A and B, most impacts, with the exception of visual, and 
perhaps noise, would be similar to those that would occur under the proposed Master Plan. 

S-7.3  Additional Alternatives Developed for this EIR 

a.  Alternative Land Use Scenario 

This alternative would eliminate or relocate those facilities proposed under the Master Plan that 
could result in unavoidable significant adverse impacts.  Thus, this alternative would not include 
a new expanded equestrian center (i.e., Equestrian Education Center).  Only minor improvements 
to the existing equestrian facilities that are currently proposed would be implemented.  The Child 
Development Center would be located on the site of the existing Agricultural Science Building 
or would remain in its current location at the northwestern corner of Winnetka Avenue and 
Victory Boulevard.  The new Technology Center would be constructed in an alternate location 
on the site of the existing Campus Center and the existing Business Office/Student Store would 
be repaired, renovated, and reused rather than demolished as proposed under the Master Plan. 

b.  Alternative Enrollment Growth Scenario 

Impacts due to implementation of the Master Plan would result from the construction and 
operation of new facilities in addition to projected increases in student enrollment and 
employment (e.g., more students and employees commuting to and from the College would 
result in increased traffic congestion).  For the purposes of the analyses in this EIR, it was 
assumed that under the Master Plan, student enrollment would increase by an average of 4 
percent per year starting in the 2003-2004 academic year, resulting in a total enrollment in the 
year 2010 of 23,252 students.  However, given decreased state revenues and budget shortfalls 
due to the sliding economy, the per-student funding received by the state’s community colleges 
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“is not keeping up or reflecting the system’s needs.”7  As a consequence, the state’s community 
colleges may not be able to accommodate enrollment growth previously anticipated.  
Accordingly, an alternative scenario has been defined for this EIR based on the assumption that 
enrollment would increase by an average annual rate of 3 percent per year, resulting in a total 
enrollment in 2010 of 21,522 students or approximately 93 percent of the enrollment of 23,252 
students anticipated under the Master Plan.  For this analysis, it is assumed that the 
improvements (i.e., new facilities, renovation projects, and public/private partnerships) proposed 
under the Master Plan would still occur under this alternative scenario.  This alternative would 
result in slightly less impacts to transportation/traffic, air quality, public services, and public 
utilities than the proposed Master Plan.  Other impacts would be similar to those that could occur 
under the Master Plan. 

S-8  AREAS OF CONTROVERSY 
Because of the long history of Pierce College as an agricultural educational institution, 
development of open space/agricultural land for new buildings and structures is considered to be 
controversial.  Although some of the land that would be developed is not currently used to grow 
crops, some members of the community have expressed a desire to preserve undeveloped open 
space exclusively for the growing of agricultural crops, both now and in the future. 

Public/private partnership projects are also considered to be controversial because they would 
introduce new uses, such as office/research facilities and an adult Life-Long Learning 
Residences Community, onto public property that was previously used only for public 
educational uses. 

S-9  ISSUES TO BE RESOLVED 
The location and design of the Water Reclamation Facility is an issue that needs to be resolved.  
The College is also considering, as an alternative to an onsite treatment facility, providing 
Proposition A funds towards the construction of an underground pipeline from the Donald C. 
Tillman Water Reclamation Plant to the campus.  The pipeline, which would be located in the 
right-of-way for the new busway planned by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority, would transport reclaimed water to the campus where a small pumping 
station would be constructed to deliver water to the agricultural fields. 

Individual architects that will be responsible for designing proposed buildings have not yet been 
selected by the College.  Consequently, design details for new buildings and facilities also 
remain to be resolved. 

In addition, several projects, including the campus police station and improvements to physical 
education facilities, are on hold until funding becomes available. 

 

 

                                                 
7 www.cccco.edu/events/ccc_day/ccc_day_message.htm, June, 2002. 
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S-10  SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS AND 
MITIGATION MEASURES 
Table S-2 provides a summary of the environmental effects that would result from 
implementation of the proposed Master Plan, potential mitigation measures, and the level of 
significance of the environmental impacts after implementation of the proposed mitigation. 

In addition to the project impacts identified in Table S-2, the proposed Master Plan in 
combination with related projects and other development in the area could result in significant 
cumulative impacts in the following areas: Visual Resources, Agricultural Resources, Air 
Quality, Noise, Public Services, Transportation/Traffic, and Public Utilities.  For a detailed 
discussion of cumulative impacts, see Chapter 5 of this EIR. 
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