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CHAPTER 2 - CORRECTIONS AND REVISIONS 
TO THE DRAFT EIR 
The following corrections and revisions have been made to the text of the Draft EIR in response 
to public comments on the Draft EIR.  The changes below also reflect new information that 
became available subsequent to publication of the Draft EIR.  Deletions are indicated by 
strikeout text and additions to the Draft EIR are shown in underline. 

 

Footnote number 2 on page 1-3 of the Draft EIR has been revised as follows: 

Current projections indicate that future enrollment in the Fall 2010 semester under the proposed 
Master Plan would exceed previous projections and would total approximately 23,252 22,880 
students.  This estimate is based on a projected an enrollment in the Fall 2002 semester of 16,990 
19,184 students, a lower enrollment of 18,600 students in Fall 2003 semester due to limits on 
state funding allocations, and a subsequent average increase in enrollment of 4 3 percent per year 
through 2010.  The estimated number of FTEs in the 2010-2011 school year would be 16,423 
approximately 15,960. 

 

The second paragraph on page 2-2 of the Draft EIR has been revised as shown below: 

Pierce College includes educational and administration facilities, agricultural land and facilities, 
surface parking lots, athletic fields and sports facilities, and open space.  In the Fall 2001 
semester there were 18,118 students enrolled at Pierce College.  The estimated number of annual 
full-time-equivalent (FTE)1 students for the 2001-2002 academic year is 13,591.  As of the  
2001-2002 academic year there were 566 FTE employed staff members at Pierce College.  The 
projected number of FTE students for the 2002-2003 academic year is 12,000 12,600 and the 
projected number of FTE employed staff members is 536.3  

 

The first paragraph under Section 2-3, on page 2-3 of the Draft EIR, has been revised as 
follows: 

The Master Plan would maintain the College’s agricultural integrity while providing enough 
space in new and modernized facilities to accommodate an enrollment in 2010 of 23,252 22,880 
students (or 16,423 15,960 FTE students for the 2010-2011 academic year) and 734 679 FTE 
employed staff members.1  At the same time the Master Plan would enhance the image of the 
campus and further the educational goals and curriculum of the College. Figure S-4 illustrates 
the existing buildings/facilities and landscape of Pierce College. 

 



Corrections and Revisions to the Draft EIR 

 
 
Los Angeles Pierce College Facilities Master Plan Final EIR page 2-2 

 

Footnote number 4 on page 2-3 of the Draft EIR has been revised as shown below: 

Student FTE and full-time employed staff members are projected on the basis of 4% 3% funded 
growth compounded annually from 2002 through 2010.  Projected enrollment in the Fall 2002 
semester is 16,990 students or 12,000 is 12,600 FTEs for the 2002-2003 academic year.  The 
projected number of staff FTEs for 2002-2003 is 536. 

 

The second sentence in the fourth paragraph on page 2-12 of the Draft EIR has been revised 
as follows: 

Stables/Barns – New stables/barns, each with a schooling and exercise ring, would be 
constructed.  Each stable/barn would provide 28 20 stalls, with a raised aisle and a central cross 
aisle and fly control system. 

 

The second sentence in the sixth paragraph on page 2-13 has been revised as follows: 

Terraced Seating – Open air terraced seating would be provided in the north and on the west 
hillsides surrounding next to the existing red barn.  Total seating capacity would be 
approximately 1,500 250 persons. 

 

The last sentence in the penultimate paragraph on page 2-22 of the Draft EIR has been 
revised as shown below: 

Classes would be comprised mainly of employees of the partner; however, Pierce staff, faculty, 
and students would also be able to attend on a space available basis. 

 

The list of related projects in Table 2-2 on pages 2-29 through 2-32 of the Draft EIR has been 
revised as shown on the following pages. 
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The last paragraph on page 3-9, in Section 3-2, Visual Resources, of the Draft EIR has been 
revised as indicated below: 

Landscape Unit C is characterized by numerous trees and shrubs and few structures.  The area is 
covered with dense vegetation of varying types and includes an arboretum, palm tree forest, 
viticulture area, grove of trees orchard, Certified Landscape Technician Test Site, and a nature 
walk (Braille Trail).  In the center, there is a classroom building (Spanish Colonial/Mission 
Revival design), a lath house, a steel frame greenhouse, and various small shops and storage 
facilities.  The classroom building, lath house, and greenhouse appear eligible for inclusion on 
the California Register of Historical Resources (see Section 3-6, Historic Resources).  The 
classroom building is bordered by a large lawn area and a well-maintained botanical garden.  
There is also a small parking lot accessible via a roadway, which curves through large overgrown 
trees and shrubs. 

 

The last paragraph on page 3-10, in Section 3-2, Visual Resources, of the Draft EIR has been 
revised as follows: 

Because the open farmland along the northwestern edge of campus borders two main off-campus 
thoroughfares (Victory Boulevard and De Soto Avenue), it is highly visible to local commuters 
and from neighborhoods to the north.  Given the rapidly growing urban environment in which 
Pierce College is located, the open farmland is considered an asset to the both the campus and to 
the community.  The area is often referred to as the “last vestige” of agricultural open space in 
the immediate locale area and as a symbol of the “old” San Fernando Valley.  Visually, the area 
is considered an important visual resource to the community. 

 

The following text on page 3-11 in Section 3-2, Visual Resources, of the Draft EIR has been 
revised as follows: 

The existing equestrian center encompasses approximately 20 acres and includes a small red 
barn, open arena, various stables and animal shelters, roping arenas, ovals, round pens, and 
teaching rings.  There is also a 5,000-sf one-story classroom building (Agricultural Sciences) 
along the north side of El Rancho Drive built in the Spanish Colonial/Mission Revival theme.  It 
has a white stucco exterior, wood detailing, heavy base, and red tile roof.  Like many of the other 
structures in the equestrian center, the building has deteriorated due to deferred maintenance.  
The equestrian center as a whole lacks unity, vividness, and intactness and is therefore 
considered to be of low to medium visual quality. 

There is a 5,000-sf one-story classroom building (Agricultural Sciences) along the north side of 
El Rancho Drive built in the Spanish Colonial/Mission Revival theme located east of the 
Equestrian Center.  It has a white stucco exterior, wood detailing, heavy base, and red tile roof.  
The area in the vicinity of the Agricultural Sciences Building contains dog kennels and several 
large livestock pens.  Individually, the Agricultural Sciences Building is considered to be of 
medium visual quality and Old Trapper’s Lodge to the west of the Agricultural Sciences 
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Building is considered to be of high visual quality.  However, the equestrian center as a whole 
lacks unity, vividness, and intactness and is therefore considered to be of low to medium visual 
quality.  

 

The third paragraph on page 3-13, Section 3-2, Visual Resources, of the Draft EIR has been 
revised as follows: 

Canyon de Lana, one of two canyons formed by the rolling hills, is comprised of dense 
vegetation, a stream, and a shallow pond (see Figure 3-10).  It is designated a nature preserve 
even though much some of the vegetation is exotic and is considered a unique and valuable 
feature for Pierce College and the community. 

 

The second paragraph on page 3-17, Section 3-2, Visual Resources, of the Draft EIR has been 
revised as follows: 

Views of Landscape Unit D are also visible to neighboring residential properties to the south of 
the campus.  While many of their views are partially obstructed by yard landscaping, the 
properties to the south have exclusive panoramic views of the densely developed San Fernando 
Valley with the open agricultural fields in the foreground.  Similar views are available to 
students and faculty from within Landscape Unit D as well as from higher elevations (Landscape 
Units B and E) elsewhere within the campus. 

 

The last paragraph on page 3-18, Section 3-2, Visual Resources, of the Draft EIR has been 
revised as follows. 

Views from Landscape Unit E include panoramic views of other areas of the campus, the  San 
Fernando Valley, and the Santa Susana Mountains to the north.  These views are available to 
students and faculty who use the pedestrian trails that border Canyon de Lana.  Views are also 
available from other facilities within Landscape Unit E including the swine unit and the cross 
country trails. 

 

The third paragraph on page 3-25, in Section 3-2, Visual Resources, of the Draft EIR has 
been revised as follows: 

Landscape Unit D – Northwest Corner of Campus – Agricultural Area  

The Pierce College Master Plan proposes multiple projects within Landscape Unit D.  These 
projects could significantly affect the visual quality/character of the area.  Landscape Unit D, the 
northwestern corner of campus, consists primarily of agricultural open space.  Implementation of 
the Master Plan would result in the development of much of the area on the north side of El 
Rancho Drive between De Soto Avenue and Mason Street for educational related facilities. 
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The first sentence in Mitigation Measure V-1 on page 3-29 of the Draft EIR has been revised 
as follows: 

The Master Architect selected by the College shall develop and the College shall implement 
design guidelines to ensure that new buildings are compatible with adjacent structures and 
maintain the Spanish architectural theme of the campus. 

 

The first sentence in Mitigation Measure V-2 on page 3-30 of the Draft EIR has been revised 
as follows: 

A study shall be conducted by a qualified structural/seismic engineer and preservation architect 
to determine the cost and feasibility of repairing and rehabilitating the Business Office/Student 
Store building. 

 

The following text has been added after the third paragraph on page 3-44 of the Draft EIR, in 
the construction air quality impacts section: 

❑  Valley Fever 

Valley Fever, which is caused by a fungus (Coccidioides immitis [cocci]), is endemic to 
desert areas of the southwestern United States.1  It is said that wherever the creosote bush 
grows, Coccidioides immitis will be found in the soil.  In California, the San Joaquin 
Valley accounts for most of the human cases of coccidioidomycosis reported.  The soil in 
the Bakersfield area is most heavy laden with spores of this fungus of all areas in 
California.  Whenever wind conditions in Bakersfield stir up dust storms, outbreaks of 
coccidioidomycosis follow. 

In Los Angeles County, the most highly cocci endemic areas are the North and West ends 
of the San Fernando Valley.  Granada Hills and Woodland Hills are both endemic areas.  
Because there is no way to eliminate the fungus from the soil, persons who live in 
endemic areas must use dust control measures to decrease exposure as much as possible.  
Since the fungus is found predominantly in the first four inches of topsoil, it is this layer, 
which must be controlled with dust mitigation efforts.   

Persons who live in cocci endemic areas generally develop lifelong immunity to the 
fungus with a first infection.  Because most people who live in cocci endemic areas 
become immune within the first 4 to 5 years of residence, the newcomer is most at risk of 
acquiring an infection. 

                                                 

1 The information on Valley Fever and the fungus Coccidioides immitis was provided by the Los Angeles County 
Health Department in an August 7, 2002 letter to Darroch Young, President of Los Angeles Pierce College. 



Corrections and Revisions to the Draft EIR 

 
 
Los Angeles Pierce College Facilities Master Plan Final EIR page 2-10 

Most infections are asymptomatic.  However, a first infection may be like a prolonged 
cold, with cough, chills, fever, and chest congestion lasting one or more weeks.  The vast 
majority of people do not progress farther than this.  In about 1:1000 cases a more severe 
form called disseminated coccidioidomycosis will occur.  This is more common among 
African Americans, Filipinos, and other Asian cultures.  Disseminated 
coccidioidomycosis can cause severe and prolonged illness, leading to death.  There is an 
antibiotic therapy available for disseminated cocci infections, but pulmonary infections 
are usually self limited, not requiring specific treatment. 

Animals of all kinds are also susceptible to infection with Coccidioides immitis. 

Based on the information above, grading and excavation activities have the potential to pose a 
minor health hazard to construction workers and the public in the vicinity of these activities.   

 

The construction air quality mitigation measures on page 3-48 of the Draft EIR have been 
revised as follows: 

Fugitive Dust Emissions 

The following measures shall be implemented to control fugitive dust.  These measures would 
reduce PM10 emissions by 60 percent. 

AQ-1 Moisten soil not more than 15 minutes prior to moving soil and three times a day or four 
times a day under windy conditions in order to maintain soil moisture of 12 percent. 

AQ-2 On the last day of active operations prior to a weekend or holiday, apply water or a 
chemical stabilizer to maintain a stabilized surface. 

AQ-3 Water excavated soil piles hourly or cover piles with temporary coverings. 

AQ-4 Cease grading during periods when winds exceed 25 miles per hour. 

AQ-5 Moisten excavated soil prior to loading on trucks.  

AQ-6 Apply cover to all loads of dirt leaving the site or leave sufficient freeboard capacity in 
truck to prevent fugitive dust emissions en route to disposal site. 

AQ-7 Sweep streets to remove dirt carried out by truck wheels. 

AQ-8 Schedule grading and excavation activities in the vicinity of the Child Development 
Center during periods when children are not in attendance. 

Additionally, the following measures shall be implemented to minimize health risks to the public 
and construction workers due to possible exposure to Valley Fever spores during construction 
excavation and grading. 
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AQ-9 Water top 4 inches of soil where Valley Fever spores could be present as often as 
necessary to maintain constant moisture and prevent possibility of Valley Fever spores 
from becoming airborne. 

AQ-10 To the extent feasible, locate construction work upwind from excavation sites to 
minimize worker exposure to fugitive dust that might contain Valley Fever spores. 

AQ-11 Hire work crews from local populations, where possible, to increase likelihood that 
employees have gained immunity to Valley Fever through previous exposure. 

AQ-12 Pave or treat exposed soil on access roads or previously excavated areas to prevent 
transport of wind-borne Valley Fever spores. 

AQ-13 Provide work crews with ventilators or masks to reduce possibility of breathing Valley 
Fever spores. 

Gaseous Emissions 

The following measure shall be implemented to reduce emissions from equipment.  This measure 
would reduce emissions by approximately 10 percent. 

AQ-149 Turn off equipment when not in use for longer than 5 minutes. 

The following measures shall be employed wherever feasible to reduce gaseous emissions from 
equipment.  They would also reduce toxic emissions from diesel equipment.  No reduction credit 
is taken because of the uncertainty regarding scheduling and applicability to construction 
requirements. 

AQ-1510 Use biodiesel fuel in all onsite diesel-powered equipment, if available. 

AQ-1611 Use alternatively fueled (compressed natural gas (CNG), liquefied natural gas (LNG), 
dual-fuel or electric) construction equipment, if available. 

 

b.  Operational Mitigation Measures 

Regional 

AQ-1712 Please see the Transportation Demand Management Measures in Section 3-16 
(Transportation, Traffic, and Parking). 
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The text on the top of page 3-190, in Section 3-16.1.g, Transportation/Traffic and Parking, of 
the Draft EIR, has been revised as follows: 

Information was collected regarding committed transportation system improvements 
programmed for implementation within the study area and timeframe.  These include: 

•  Canoga Avenue/Victory Boulevard - Widen Victory Boulevard to provide a second left-
turn lane on the westbound Victory approach.  Modify signal as appropriate.  (Condition 
of approval of the Lennar Partners development project in Warner Center.) 

Table 3-40 on page 3-201, in Section 3-16.2, Transportation/Traffic and Parking of the Draft 
EIR, has been revised as shown on the following pages. 
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Corrections and Revisions to the Draft EIR 

 
 
Los Angeles Pierce College Facilities Master Plan Final EIR page 2-16 

 

Table 3-41 on page 3-204, in Section 3-16.2, Transportation/Traffic and Parking of the Draft 
EIR, has been revised as shown below: 

 

Table 3-41:  Summary of Existing and Projected Future Parking Supply

Estimated Future Number of Spaces 

Spaces Available for Academic Use Type of  
Parking Supply 

Existing 
Number of 
Spaces [a] 

Total Future 
Spaces [b] Weekday 

Daytime 
Weekday Evening 

[c] 
Existing On-Campus 
Parking Facilities 

4,119 3,338 3,338 3,338 

New On-Campus 
Parking Facilities n/a 1,868 1,134 1,120 

Future On-Campus 
Subtotal 4,119 5,206 4,472 

3,875 

4,458 

Off-Campus Street 
Parking 

247 243 243 243 

Grand Total 4,366 5,449 4,715 4,701 

Notes: 
a. Existing parking inventory conducted by Kaku Associates, February 2002. 
b. Includes spaces for academic use and for public/private partnerships. 
c. Assumes weeknight public event at Equestrian Education Center at 70% of capacity. 

Source:  Kaku Associates, Inc., 2002. 

 

The last paragraph on the bottom of page 3-222, Section 3-16.3, Transportation/Traffic and 
Parking, has been deleted as shown below: 

As indicated in Table 3-49, alternative mitigation measures have been identified for four of the 
affected intersections (Mason Avenue/Saticoy Street, Winnetka Avenue/Vanowen Street, Corbin 
Avenue/Victory Boulevard, and Tampa Avenue/Victory Boulevard).  At these locations, 
implementation of either of the alternative mitigation measures (but not both) would be needed 
to mitigate the project impact. 

 

Table 3-49, Intersection Mitigation Measures, on pages 3-223 through 3-225 of the Draft EIR 
has been revised as shown on the following pages: 
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Corrections and Revisions to the Draft EIR 

 
 
Los Angeles Pierce College Facilities Master Plan Final EIR page 2-21 

 

The first paragraph on page 3-226, Section 3-16.3, Transportation/Traffic and Parking, of the 
Draft EIR, has been revised as follows: 

Two Four of the affected intersections at which mitigation measures are suggested (Topanga 
Canyon Boulevard/Victory Boulevard, Canoga Avenue/Victory Boulevard, and De Soto 
Avenue/Victory Boulevard, and De Soto Avenue/US 101 westbound ramps) are also study 
intersections identified in the Warner Center Specific Plan (WCSP) for future improvement.  
Suggested improvements at two additional intersections (Winnetka Avenue/Vanowen Street and 
Winnetka Avenue/Victory Boulevard) are identified as cumulative mitigations in the WCSP 
Transportation Improvement and Management Program (TIMP).  The WCSP TIMP provides 
that future intersection improvements at these locations are to be funded in part by Warner 
Center Transportation Impact Assessment (TIA) fees paid by development within Warner 
Center.  However, these improvements are not fully funded by the Warner Center TIA fee since 
the WCSP determined that a portion of the need for these improvements would be generated by 
existing traffic and other future development in the area outside of Warner Center (such as Pierce 
College growth).  Therefore, it is proposed that the suggested mitigation measures at these 
locations could be shared between future Warner Center development and the proposed project, 
with the project contributing its fair share toward implementation of the improvements. Table 3-
49 notes which improvements are related to improvements in the WCSP TIMP. 

 

The third paragraph on page 3-226, in Section 3-16.3, Transportation/Traffic and Parking, of 
the Draft EIR has been revised as shown below: 

As indicated in the table, the proposed trip reductions and intersection improvements would fully 
mitigate the project impacts at all 17 of the 19 affected intersections.  Thus, wWith the proposed 
trip reductions, and intersection improvements identified herein, no unavoidable significant 
impacts are anticipated at only two of the study intersections: Topanga Canyon 
Boulevard/Victory Boulevard and De Soto Avenue/US 101 westbound ramps. 

 

The text on page 3-230, under Section 3-16.4, Transportation/Traffic and Parking, 
Unavoidable Significant Adverse Impacts, of the Draft EIR has been revised as shown below: 

Implementation of the proposed mitigation measures mitigation described above would reduce 
impacts at all 17 of the 19 of the affected intersections to a level of insignificance.  Unavoidable 
significant impacts would remain at two of the study intersections: Topanga Canyon 
Boulevard/Victory Boulevard and De Soto Avenue/US 101 westbound ramps.  However, also as 
noted above, if responsible agencies with jurisdiction over the affected intersections determine 
based on further review that mitigation measures at a particular intersection are infeasible, the 
impacts at that intersection would be significant and unavoidable. 

 


