Corrections and Revisions to the Draft EIR

CHAPTER 2 - CORRECTIONS AND REVISIONS
TO THE DRAFT EIR

The following corrections and revisions have beede to the text of the Draft EIR in response

to public comments on the Draft EIR. The changes below also reflect new information that
became available subsequent goblication of the Draft EIR. Deletions are indicated by
strikeout-texiand additions to the DraEIR are shown in underline

Footnote number 2 on page 1-3 of the Draft EIR has been revised as follows:

Current projections indicateahfuture enrollment in the F2010 semester under the proposed
Master Plan would exceed previous paijons and would tal approximately-23,2522,880
students. This estimate is based-en-aprojenteshrollment in the Fall 2002 semestere6+16,990
19,184 students, a lower enrollment of 18,600 stugéntFall 2003 semester due to limits on
state funding allocations, and a subsedq@&erage increase in enrollment-a gercent per year
through 2010. The estimated number of FTieshe 2010-2011 school year would be-16,423
approximately 15,960

The second paragraph on page 2-2 of the Draft EIR has been revised as shown below:

Pierce College includes educational and administration facilities, agricultural land and facilities,
surface parking lots, athletiftelds and sports facilities,nd open space. In the Fall 2001
semester there were 18,118 studeenrolled at Pierce Colleg&@he estimated number of annual
full-time-equivalent (FTE) students for the 2001-2002 academic year is 13,591. As of the
2001-2002 academic year there were 566 FTE emaglgyaff members at Pierce College. The
projected number of FTE studerits the 2002-2003 academic year—s—312,d@)600and the
projected number of FTE employed staff members is°536.

The first paragraph under Section 2-3, on page 2-3 of the Draft EIR, has been revised as
follows:

The Master Plan would maintain the Collegeagricultural integrity while providing enough
space in new and modernized facilitiesateommodate an enrollment in 2010-e$23,23880
students (0r16;4235,960FTE students for the 2010-2011 academic year)-anrd6794TE
employed staff members.At the same time the Master Plan would enhance the image of the
campus and further the educational goals and curriculum of the College. Figure S-4 illustrates
the existing buildings/facilities and landscape of Pierce College.
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Corrections and Revisions to the Draft EIR

Footnote number 4 on page 2-3 of the Draft EIR has been revised as shown below:

Student FTE and full-time employed staff members are projected on the basis3é6 A#ided
growth compounded annually from 2002 through 2010. Projected enrolimentin-theFall 2002
semesteris—16,990-students—or12,3002,600FTEs for the 2002-2003 academic year. The
projected number of staff FTEs for 2002-2003 is 536.

The second sentence in the fourth paragraph on page 2-12 of the Draft EIR has been revised
asfollows:

Stables/Barns — New stablegts each with a schooling and exercise ring, would be
constructed. Each stiabarn would provide280 stalls, with a raised aisle and a central cross
aisle and fly control system.

The second sentencein the sixth paragraph on page 2-13 has been revised as follows:

Terraced Seating — Open air terraced seating would be provided-in-the-noxh drelvest
hillsides surreunding next to the existing red barn. Tdtaseating capacity would be
approximately-1,50@50 persons.

The last sentence in the penultimate paragraph on page 2-22 of the Draft EIR has been
revised as shown below:

Classes would be comprised maiofyemployees of the partner; however, Pierce staff, faculty,
and students/ould also be able tdtand on a space available basis

Thellist of related projectsin Table 2-2 on pages 2-29 through 2-32 of the Draft EIR has been
revised as shown on the following pages.
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Corrections and Revisions to the Draft EIR

The last paragraph on page 3-9, in Section 3-2, Visual Resources, of the Draft EIR has been
revised asindicated below:

Landscape Unit C is characterized by numerous aedsshrubs and few structures. The area is
covered with dense vegetation wdrying types and includes an arboretum, palm tree forest,
viticulture area—grove-oftreawchard Certified Landscape Technician Test Séaad a nature

walk (Braille Trail). In the center, there is a classroom building (Spanish Colonial/Mission
Revival design), a lath housa, steel frame greenhouse, andioas small shops and storage
facilities. The classroom buildip lath house, and greenhouse appadigible for inclusion on

the California Register of Historical Resourc@sge Section 3-6, Hisior Resources). The
classroom building is bordered by a large lawn area and a well-maintained botanical garden.
There is also a small parking lot accessible via a roadway, which curves through large overgrown
trees and shrubs.

The last paragraph on page 3-10, in Section 3-2, Visual Resources, of the Draft EIR has been
revised as follows:

Because the open farmland along the northwestern edge of campus borders two main off-campus
thoroughfares (Victory Boulevard and De SotoeAue), it is highly visible to local commuters

and from neighborhoods to the north. Given ridygidly growing urbarenvironment in which

Pierce College is located, the open farmland is considered an asset to the both the campus and to
the community. The area is often refertedas the “last vestige” of agriculturapen space in

the -immediatelocalareaand as a symbol of the “old” San Fernando Valley. Visually, the area

is considered an importantsual resource to the community.

The following text on page 3-11 in Section 3-2, Visual Resources, of the Draft EIR has been
revised as follows:

The existing equestrian center encompasses approximately 20 acres and includes a small red
barn, open arena, varlous stables and animeltesh, roping arenas, ovals round pens, and
teaching rings. —H -

The equestrlan center as a Whole lacks uniyidness, and intactness and is therefore

considered to be of low to medium visual quality.

There is a 5,000-sf one-story classroom buildingr{@ultural Sciences) along the north side of

El Rancho Drive built in the Spanish Coldfidission Revival theme located east of the
Equestrian Centerlt has a white stucco exterior, woddtailing, heavy base, and red tile roof.
The area in the vicinity of the Agricultural Sciences Building contains dog kennels and several
large livestock pens.Individually, the Agricultural Sciences Building is considered to be of
medium visual quality and OIld Trapper's Lod¢e the west of the Agricultural Sciences

Los Angeles Pierce College Facilities Master Plan Final EIR page 2-7



Corrections and Revisions to the Draft EIR

Building is considered to be of high visual quality—Hewever—the-egquestrian-centeras-a whole

ual
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The third paragraph on page 3-13, Section 3-2, Visual Resources, of the Draft EIR has been
revised as follows:

Canyon de Lana, one of two canyons formed by the rolling hills, is comprised of dense
vegetation, a stream, and a shallow pond (see Figaf®.34t is designated a nature preserve
even though—-muclsomeof the vegetation is exotic and @®nsidered a unique and valuable
feature for Pierce College and the community.

The second paragraph on page 3-17, Section 3-2, Visual Resources, of the Draft EIR has been
revised as follows:

Views of Landscape Unit D are also visible taghoring residential pragties to the south of

the campus. While many of their views are partially obstructed by yard landscaping, the
properties to the south havectsive panoramic views of thdensely developed San Fernando
Valley with the open agricultural fields ithe foreground. Similar views are available to
students and faculty from within Landscape Unit D as welitaa higher elevations (Landscape
Units B and E) elsewhergithin the campus.

The last paragraph on page 3-18, Section 3-2, Visual Resources, of the Draft EIR has been
revised as follows.

Views from Landscape Unit E include panoramiews of other areas of the campus, the San
Fernando Valley, and the Santa Susana Mountairtee north. These views are available to
students and faculty who use the pedestrian tiilagis border Canyon de Lana. Views are also
available from other facilities within Landscape Unit E including the swine unit and the cross

country trails.

The third paragraph on page 3-25, in Section 3-2, Visual Resources, of the Draft EIR has
been revised as follows:

Landscape Unit D — Northwest Corner of Campus — Agricultural Area

The Pierce College Master Plan proposes maltgojects within Landscape Unit D. These
projects could significantly affect the visual quality/character of the area. Landscape Unit D, the
northwestern corner of campusnsists primarily of agriculturalpen space. Implementation of

the Master Plan would result in the developmenmuch of the area on the north side of El
Rancho Drive between De Soto Avenue and Mason Street for educational related facilities.

Los Angeles Pierce College Facilities Master Plan Final EIR page 2-8



Corrections and Revisions to the Draft EIR

The first sentence in Mitigation Measure V-1 on page 3-29 of the Draft EIR has been revised
asfollows:

The Master Architect selected by the College shall develop and the College shall implement
design guidelines to ensure that new buildings are compatible with adjacent structures and
maintain the Spanish architectural theme of the campus.

The first sentence in Mitigation Measure V-2 on page 3-30 of the Draft EIR has been revised
asfollows:

A study shall be conducted bygaalified structural/seismic engger-and-preservation-architect
to determine the cost and feasibility of repggrand rehabilitating the Business Office/Student
Store building.

The following text has been added after the third paragraph on page 3-44 of the Draft EIR, in
the construction air quality impacts section:

O Valley Fever

Valley Fever, which is caused by a fungus (Coccidioides immitis [cocci]), iS endemic to
desert areas of the southwestern United Statess said that wherever the creosote bush
grows, Coccidioides immitis will be found iime soil. In California, the San Joaquin
Valley accounts for most of the human cases of coccidioidomycosis reported. The soil in
the Bakersfield area is most heavy laden wvgpores of this fungus of all areas in
California. Whenever wind conditions in IBasfield stir up dust storms, outbreaks of
coccidioidomycosis follow.

In Los Angeles County, the most highly coeademic areas are the North and West ends
of the San Fernando Valley. Granada Haligl Woodland Hills are both endemic areas.
Because there is no way to eliminate the fungus from the soil, persons who live in
endemic areas must use dust control measurdscd®@ase exposure as much as possible.
Since the fungus is found predominantly in thstffour inches of topsoil, it is this layer,
which must be controlled with dust mitigation efforts.

Persons who live in cocci endemic areas generally develop lifelong immunity to the
fungus with a first infection. Because stigeople who live in cocci endemic areas
become immune within the first 4 to 5 yearsedidence, the newcomer is most at risk of
acquiring an infection.

! The information on Valley Fever and the fungus Coccidioides immitis was provided by the Los Angeles County
Health Department in an August 7, 2002 letter to Darroch Young, President of Los Angeles Pierce College.
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Corrections and Revisions to the Draft EIR

Most infections are asymptomatic. Howevarfirst infection may be like a prolonged

cold, with cough, chills, fever, and chest congestion lasting one or more weeks. The vast
majority of people do not progress farther thiais. In about 1:1000 cases a more severe
form called disseminated coccidioidomycoail occur. This is more common among
African  Americans, Filipinos, and other Asian cultures. Disseminated
coccidioidomycosis can cause severe and prolonged iliness, leading to death. There is an
antibiotic therapy available for disseminated cocci infections, but pulmonary infections
are usually self limited, not requiring specific treatment.

Animals of all kinds are also susceptible to infection with Coccidioides immitis.

Based on the information above, grading andagation activities have the potential to pose a
minor health hazard to construction workers and the public in the vicinity of these activities.

The construction air quality mitigation measures on page 3-48 of the Draft EIR have been
revised as follows:
Fugitive Dust Emissions

The following measures shall be implemented to control fugitive dust. These measures would
reduce PMp emissions by 60 percent.

AQ-1 Moisten soil not more than 15 minutes piiormoving soil and three times a day or four
times a day under windy conditions in ordentaintain soil moiste of 12 percent.

AQ-2 On the last day of active operations priora weekend or holiday, apply water or a
chemical stabilizer to maintain a stabilized surface.

AQ-3 Water excavated soil piles hourly aver piles with temporary coverings.
AQ-4 Cease grading during periods when winds exceed 25 miles per hour.
AQ-5 Moisten excavated soil prior to loading on trucks.

AQ-6 Apply cover to all loads of dirt leaving the site or leave sufficient freeboard capacity in
truck to prevent fugitive dust emissions en route to disposal site.

AQ-7 Sweep streets to remove didrried out by truck wheels.

AQ-8 Schedule grading and excavation activities in the vicinity of the Child Development
Center during periods wheniltren are not in attendance.

Additionally, the following measures shall be iimmented to minimize health risks to the public
and construction workers due to possible expos$arValley Fever spores during construction
excavation and grading.

Los Angeles Pierce College Facilities Master Plan Final EIR page 2-10



Corrections and Revisions to the Draft EIR

AQ-9 Water top 4 inches of soil where Valley Fever spores could be present as often as
necessary to maintain constant moisture and prevent possibility of Valley Fever spores
from becoming airborne.

AQ-10To the extent feasible, locate construction work upwind from excavation sites to
minimize worker exposure to fugitive dust that might contain Valley Fever spores.

AQ-11Hire work crews from local populations, @i possible, to increase likelihood that
employees have gained immunityalley Fever through previous exposure.

AQ-12Pave or treat exposed soil on access roadsreriously excavated areas to prevent
transport of wind-born¥alley Fever spores.

AQ-13 Provide work crews with ventilators or masks to reduce possibility of breathing Valley
Fever spores.

Gaseous Emissions

The following measure shall be implemented to reduce emissions from equipment. This measure
would reduce emissions by approximately 10 percent.

AQ-149 Turn off equipment when not use for longer than 5 minutes.

The following measures shall be employed wherever feasible to reduce gaseous emissions from
equipment. They would also reduce toxic enoissifrom diesel equipment. No reduction credit

is taken because of the uncertainty regaydstheduling and appdobility to construction
requirements.

AQ-1520 Use biodiesel fuel in all onsite dedgpowered equipment, if available.

AQ-1641 Use alternatively fueled (compressed natural gas (CNG), liquefied natural gas (LNG),
dual-fuel or electric) constrtion equipment, if available.

b. Operational Mitigation Measures

Regional

AQ-1722 Please see the Transportation Demandnadament Measures in Section 3-16
(Transportation, Traffic, and Parking).
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Corrections and Revisions to the Draft EIR

The text on the top of page 3-190, in Section 3-16.1.g, Transportation/Traffic and Parking, of
the Draft EIR, has been revised as follows:

Information was collected regarding committed transportation system improvements
programmed for implementation within the study area and timeframe. These include:

Table 3-40 on page 3-201, in Section 3-16.2, Transportation/Traffic and Parking of the Draft
EIR, has been revised as shown on the following pages.
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Corrections and Revisions to the Draft EIR

Table 3-41 on page 3-204, in Section 3-16.2, Transportation/Traffic and Parking of the Draft
EIR, has been revised as shown below:

Table 3-41: Summary of Existing and Projected Future Parking Supply

o Estimated Future Number of Spaces
Type of SAcHe s Available for Academic U
aces Available for Academic Use
Parking Supply Number of Total Future P _
Spaces [a] Spaces [b] Weekday Weekday Evening
Daytime [c]

Existing On-Campus 4,119 3,338 3,338 3,338
Parking Facilities
New On-Campus n/a 1,868 1,134 1,120
Parking Facilities

- 3,875
Future On-Campus 4,119 5,206 4,472
Subtotal 4.458
Off-Campus Street 247 243 243 243
Parking

Grand Total 4,366 5,449 4,715 4,701

Notes:
a. Existing parking inventory conducted by Kaku Associates, February 2002.
b. Includes spaces for academic use and for public/private partnerships.
c. Assumes weeknight public event at Equestrian Education Center at 70% of capacity.

Source: Kaku Associates, Inc., 2002.

The last paragraph on the bottom of page 3-222, Section 3-16.3, Transportation/Traffic and
Parking, has been deleted as shown below:

Table 3-49, I ntersection Mitigation Measures, on pages 3-223 through 3-225 of the Draft EIR
has been revised as shown on the following pages:
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Corrections and Revisions to the Draft EIR

The first paragraph on page 3-226, Section 3-16.3, Transportation/Traffic and Parking, of the
Draft EIR, has been revised as follows:

Two Feurof the affected intersections at which mitigation measures are suggested—{Topanga

Canyon—BeulevardMMictory—BeulevardCanoga Avenue/Victory Boulevardand De Soto
Avenue/Victory Boulevard—and-bB8eoto-Avenue/JS—101-westbound—+ainpse also study

intersections identified in the Warner Center Specific Plan (WCSP) for future improvement.
Suggested improvements at two additional itetions (Winnetka Avenue/Vanowen Street and
Winnetka Avenue/Victory Boulevard) are identified as cumulative mitigations in the WCSP
Transportation Improvement and Managemerdagram (TIMP). The WCSP TIMP provides
that future intersection improvements at these locations are to be funded in part by Warner
Center Transportation Impact Assessment (Tfé¢s paid by development within Warner
Center. However, these improvements are not fullged by the Warner Center TIA fee since
the WCSP determined that a portion of the nieedhese improvementsomld be generated by
existing traffic and other future development ie Hrea outside of Warner Center (such as Pierce
College growth). Therefore, it is proposedtthhe suggested mitigation measures at these
locations could be shared between future Warenter development and the proposed project,
with the project contributing its fair share toward implementation of the improvements. Table 3-
49 notes which improvements are retbte improvements in the WCSP TIMP.

The third paragraph on page 3-226, in Section 3-16.3, Transportation/Traffic and Parking, of
the Draft EIR has been revised as shown below:

As indicated in the table, th@oposed trip reductions and irgection improvements would fully
mitigate the project impacts at-4all of the 19 affected intersections—Frudlith the proposed
trip reductions,and intersection improvements identified hereir—uapavoidable significant
impacts are anticipated at only two dhe study intersections: Topanga Canyon
Boulevard/Victory Boulevard and De Soto Avenue/US 101 westbound ramps

The text on page 3-230, under Section 3-16.4, Transportation/Traffic and Parking,
Unavoidable Significant Adverse | mpacts, of the Draft EIR has been revised as shown below:

Implementation of the proposed mitigation measumitigation describedbove would reduce
impacts at-allL7 of thel9-eftheaffected intersections to a level of insignificance. Unavoidable
significant impacts would remain at two of the study intersections: Topanga Canyon
Boulevard/Victory Boulevard and De Soto Avenue/US 101 westbound raApsever, also as

noted above, if responsible agencies with jucisoh over the affectethtersections determine
based on further review that mitigation measures at a particular intersection are infeasible, the
impacts at that intersection woute significant and unavoidable.
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