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Project Memorandum 
Los Angeles Pierce College Athletic Fields Project  

TO: John H. Holloway 
Project Manager 
Best, Best, and Krieger, LLP 

FROM: Stephanie Khoury 
Environmental Scientist 

DATE: August 25, 2026 

SUBJECT: Applicable California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Exemptions for Los Angeles Pierce College 
Athletic Fields Project, in the Neighborhood of Woodland Hills, City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles 
County, California  

Purpose and Intent of the Memorandum 
Best, Best, and Krieger (BBK), acting on behalf of the Los Angeles Community College District (LACCD), 
requested an evaluation of the applicability of State CEQA Guidelines Article 19 (Categorical Exemptions) 
for the Athletic Fields Project proposed at Los Angeles Pierce College (LAPC). The Proposed Project would 
renovate an existing baseball field and practice field area to new baseball and softball fields and construct 
a new 3,400-square-foot field house. The California Secretary for Resources has found that the 
categorically exempt classes of projects do not have a significant effect on the environment, and do not 
require the preparation of environmental documents (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15300). 

The specific, applicable exemptions discussed in this memorandum are: 

 Categorical Exemption, Class 1, Existing Facilities (State CEQA Guidelines, California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3, Section 15301) 

 Categorical Exemption, Class 14, Minor Additions to Schools (State CEQA Guidelines, California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3, Section 15314) 

This memorandum provides a brief background on the applicability of these CEQA exemptions and 
confirms and discusses how they apply to the Proposed Project. 

Environmental Setting 
Existing LAPC Setting. The Proposed Project is located within the LAPC campus, a 426-acre community 
college campus located at 6201 Winnetka Avenue, Woodland Hills, CA 91371. As is characteristic of 
developed, educational uses, minimal vegetation is present on much of the eastern half of the LAPC 
campus outside of established landscape features. However, the western half of the LAPC campus consists 
of agrarian uses serving the LAPC agricultural operations program, and thus largely contains grazing fields 
and fenced animal pens. US Route 101 and State Route 27 (Topanga Canyon Boulevard) are the primary 
transportation corridors closest to the Project site, and are located approximately 0.7 and 1.0 miles from 
the LAPC campus, respectively. According to the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) 
GeoTracker website (SWRCB, 2026) and Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) Envirostor (DTSC, 
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2026) website, the LAPC campus does not contain an open or active hazardous waste site pursuant to 
Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.  

As shown in Figure 1, the LAPC campus carries dual zoning and general plan land use designations of 
Qualified Public Facilities Height District 1 Extra Low ([Q]PF-1XL) and Open Space Height District 1 Extra 
Low (OS-1XL) according to the City of Los Angeles Zone Information and Map Access System (ZIMAS) (City 
of Los Angeles, 2026a). The [Q]PF-1XL District allows such uses as public libraries, public health facilities, 
educational facilities, fire and police stations, and post offices, as well as government buildings and 
supportive housing projects with proper zoning authority approval. The OS-1XL District allows such uses 
as public recreation spaces, nature reserves, community gardens, farmers markets, cemeteries, local civic 
facilities, public safety facilities, and minor utilities, as well as amphitheaters, stadiums, entertainment 
venues, and commercial uses with proper zoning authority approval (City of Los Angeles, 2026b). The 
Canoga Park-Winnetka-Woodland Hills-West Hills Community Plan identifies the agricultural land and 
open space on the LAPC campus as an environmentally sensitive educational resource, the preservation 
of which is considered an important goal of the plan (City of Los Angeles, 1999). The Proposed Project 
would be located approximately 100 feet north of the OS-1XL District across Brahma Drive. 

Figure 1 also shows surrounding zoning designations, including Low (RS-1) and Very Low (RA-1) Density 
Residential, which allow for single-family residential dwellings and, in Very Low Density areas, limited 
agricultural uses; Qualified Restricted Density Multiple Dwelling Residential ([Q]RD2-1), which allows for 
multi-family development such as duplexes or small apartments; Qualified High Density Residential 
([Q]R4-2D), which allows for apartments and other multi-family housing; and Qualified Commercial 
([Q]C4-2D), which allows for commercial and mixed-use residential uses (City of Los Angeles, 2026a, 
2026b). Additionally, parcels along the western border of the LAPC campus occur in the College Subdistrict 
of the Warner Center Specific Plan ([WC]COLLEGE-SN), which allows for educational, commercial, and 
mixed-use development (City of Los Angeles, 2013a). 
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Figure 1. Zoning Designation 

 
Source: City of Los Angeles, 2026a. 
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Proposed Project Description – Athletic Fields Project 
Project Overview. The Proposed Project would renovate Kelly Field (an existing baseball field) and practice 
field area to accommodate a reconfigured new baseball field, new softball field, and new 3,400-square-
foot field house (Figure 2). The proposed fields would be designed meet NCAA athletic field standards, 
such as precise, flat grading, regulated lighting, and consistent marking. The Proposed Project footprint 
would be within the existing athletic fields; no expansion of the site would occur. 

Figure 2. Proposed Site Layout 

 
Proposed Site Improvements. Construction of the Proposed Project would modify the existing baseball 
field and practice field area to accommodate new baseball and softball fields and add an adjacent, 
accessory field house. Lighting improvements are proposed to replace the existing 15 portable 
approximately 18-foot lighting units. The total development area is 308,000 square feet, ensuring that the 
new facilities can host NCAA competitions. After reconfiguration of the existing fields and installation of 
artificial turf, each field would be upgraded to include the following (Figure 3 and Figure 4): 

 Two-lane bullpen; 
 Concrete Masonry Unit (CMU) dugouts with canopy and storage; 
 3-foot CMU padded backstop with 30-foot netting; 
 40-foot protected netting at Winnetka at the baseball field; 
 Bleachers (minimum 300 seats for baseball and minimum 250 seats for softball); 
 Press box, field lighting (8 poles for baseball and 4 poles varying from 70 to 90 feet for softball directed 

towards the fields to avoid direct illumination and glare to nearby roads and residences in compliance 
with Los Angeles Municipal Code Section 93.0117); 

 Perimeter fencing with screen cap (8-foot for baseball and 6-foot for softball); 
 Black chain-link security fencing; 
 Scoreboard; 
 Security cameras; and 
 Wireless access points for Wi-Fi  
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Figure 3. Proposed Baseball Field Layout Details 

 
Figure 4. Proposed Softball Field Layout Details 

 
Additional proposed components at the new athletic fields would include stormwater/Low Impact 
Development (LID) features, a batting cage and a new fire lane east of the new field house and south of 
the fields. The new field house would be approximately 3,400 square feet and include offices, custodial 
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facilities, four restroom facilities (all gender restroom, men’s restroom, women’s restroom, and an all 
gender restroom for athletes), locker rooms, a training room, and concessions (Figure 5). 

Figure 5. Proposed Field House Details 

 
Proposed Facility Operations. The existing baseball field and practice area would be reconfigured into 
baseball and softball fields, such that activities for the two separate sports could occur simultaneously but 
remain generally similar to existing athletic activities and events. The capacity for additional athletic 
events on campus would not increase. 

Project Location. The Proposed Project would be located within the existing athletic fields in the eastern 
portion of campus, between Winnetka Avenue to the east and Brahma Drive to the south (Figure 2). The 
Project site is located within the portion of the LAPC campus that is zoned [Q]PF-1XL, as shown in Figure 
1, and is surrounded by primarily educational and recreational uses. 

Project Construction. Project construction would take approximately 17 months and is estimated to 
commence in May 2028 and be completed in August 2029. Construction would occur Monday through 
Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Construction staging would occur within the existing field area, and 
employee parking would be provided at Parking Lot 1.  

All workers would be trained on proper material delivery and storage practices. If construction materials 
are to be stored on site, storage areas would be located away from vehicular traffic to the extent feasible. 
Construction personnel would avoid the exposure of applied materials such as paint to rainfall and runoff 
unless sufficient time has been allowed for them to dry. Paint would be mixed indoors or in a containment 
area and would not be cleaned or rinsed into a street, gutter, storm drain, or watercourse. All paint 
thinners, residue, and related waste that cannot be recycled would be disposed of as hazardous waste. 
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Application of erodible landscape materials would be temporarily halted within two days before a 
forecasted rain event. If fertilizers or pesticides are applied to the landscape areas, recommended doses 
and usage instructions would be followed to avoid excess materials being carried offsite by runoff. 

Project Approvals. The LACCD Board of Trustees would need to approve the Proposed Project at a public 
Board meeting following the completion of CEQA review, and will thereafter approve a contract award to 
a design-build contractor to design and construct the Proposed Project. Following approval of the 
Proposed Project, LACCD would proceed with filing the necessary Notice of Exemption (NOE) with the 
County Clerk and State Clearinghouse at the California Governor's Office of Land Use and Climate 
Innovation. Additionally, the Proposed Project would comply with all applicable Building Codes and 
General Plan standards. 

Analysis 
The following provides the categorical exemptions applicable to Project activities. 

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15301, “Existing Facilities,” states: 

Class 1 consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor 
alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical 
features, involving negligible or no expansion of existing or former use. The types of “existing facilities” 
itemized below are not intended to be all-inclusive of the types of projects which might fall within Class 
1. The key consideration is whether the project involves negligible or no expansion of use. 

Justification: The Proposed Project would renovate an existing baseball field and practice field area 
to accommodate a new baseball field, new softball field, and new 3,400-square-foot field house. 
Operation of the facilities would remain generally similar to existing activities, such that only a 
negligible increase in the use of these fields would occur to allow for NCAA competitions. The 
Proposed Project would not substantially increase the use of the athletic facilities because new 
accessory structures, such as the field house, would support athletic activities that already exist at the 
Project site. Athletes and staff already utilizing the site would use the field house, and the new 
ancillary equipment would replace aging or outdated equipment. New permanent light poles would 
serve as an upgrade over portable lighting because they provide more controlled lighting direction, 
better compliance with lighting standards, and improve safety and operational consistency. The 
capacity for additional athletic events on campus would not increase.  

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15314, “Minor Additions to Schools,” states: 
Class 14 consists of minor additions to existing schools within existing school grounds where the 
addition does not increase original student capacity by more than 25% or ten classrooms, whichever 
is less. The addition of portable classrooms is included in this exemption. 

Justification: The Proposed Project would reconfigure existing athletic fields and construct an accessory 
field house. The addition does not increase student capacity at all and does not add any new classrooms. 
A minor increase in square footage would be required exclusively for support facilities; however, no 
expansion of the athletic fields or capacity for student athletics would occur. The new baseball and softball 
field components would be relatively minor (new batting cages, synthetic turf, scoreboard, replacement 
lighting, bleachers, and other accessory infrastructure) and field house would be a minor addition to the 
existing LAPC campus and would not result in any increase in student capacity or classroom space. If the 
project is categorically exempt, then the lead agency must consider whether the categorical exemption is 
negated by an “exception” to the categorical exemption. These exceptions apply under the following cir-
cumstances described in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 (a)-(f): 
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(a) Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project is to be located 
— a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment may in a particularly sensitive 
environment be significant. Therefore, these classes are considered to apply all instances, except 
where the project may impact on an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern where 
designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local 
agencies. 
Justification: Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are not applicable to the Proposed Project. Therefore, this 
exception does not apply to the Proposed Project. 

(b) Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative impact of 
successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is significant. 
Justification: Several projects have been identified that would occur at the same time as the Proposed 
Project: the Parking Lot 5 Stormwater Project, the Rocky Young Park Improvements Project, the Sewer 
Line Replacement Project, the Campus Mall Renovation Project, and the New Athletic 
Center/Academic Village Demolition Project. However, these projects would all be campus projects 
such that coordination between them to reduce any potential cumulative impacts would be 
implemented. These projects are primarily all minor campus improvements occurring in different 
locations throughout LAPC and are different types of projects involving different activities such as 
stormwater infrastructure installation, landscaping and hardscape improvements, sewer 
replacement, and athletic facility renovations. Different construction methods, durations, and 
disturbance areas across campus would occur such that individual construction-related impacts would 
be temporary, intermittent, and localized, and would not combine to result in a cumulatively 
considerable effect. There would be no cumulatively considerable impacts and therefore this 
exception does not apply to the Proposed Project. 

(c) Significant Effect. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there is a reasonable 
possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual 
circumstances. 
Justification: The Proposed Project is located in a developed area and involves the renovation of 
existing athletic fields at LAPC. Project construction is anticipated to be short-term, as renovations 
would include reconfiguration of the existing baseball field and practice area, specifically installing 
new press boxes, bleachers, upgraded lighting, and a new field house building. While the upgraded 
lighting would be taller than existing portable lights, the permanent light poles would be installed to 
follow lighting standards, such as shielding to minimize glare and spillover light and meet backlight, 
uplight, and glare limitations per the Los Angeles Municipal Code, whereas portable lights may result 
in inconsistent illumination and glare because their placement and orientation can vary. Although the 
Project is located approximately 100 feet north of the OS-1XL District, identified as an environmentally 
sensitive educational resource in the Canoga Park-Winnetka-Woodland Hills-West Hills Community 
Plan, Project activities would not occur within open space nor result in the loss of this resource. 
Additionally, the OS-1XL District south of the Project site already contains some development, with 
existing roads, buildings, and horticulture area, and is surrounded by suburban residential 
development to the east and south. Nothing regarding the Proposed Project’s size, location, nature, 
or scope would be considered “unusual circumstances.” Therefore, this exception does not apply to 
the Proposed Project. 

(d) Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may result in damage 
to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock outcropping, or similar 
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resources, within a highway officially designated as a state scenic highway. This does not apply to 
improvements which are required as mitigation by an adopted negative declaration or certified EIR. 
Justification: The nearest eligible state scenic highway is the segment of US Route 101 west of its 
intersection with State Route 27, located approximately 2.1 miles southwest of the Project site 
(Caltrans, 2026). The Proposed Project would be located at an existing school, and Project activities 
would not be visible from US Route 101. Therefore, this exception does not apply to the Proposed 
Project. 

(e) Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located on a site which 
is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code. 
Justification: The Proposed Project would be located within the existing LAPC campus. The campus 
and site have not been identified as a hazardous waste site by the California Department of Toxic 
Substances Control, nor would the Proposed Project be located near a hazardous waste generator 
(DTSC, 2026; SWRCB, 2026). This exception does not apply to the Proposed Project. 

(f) Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may cause a sub-
stantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource. 
Justification: No historical resources would be affected by the Proposed Project. The Proposed Project 
would replace existing athletic fields with a new baseball and softball field and construct an accessory 
field house within the LAPC campus, and the associated construction activities would not occur in 
proximity to an identified historical resource, as none have been identified on the LAPC campus 
according to the Canoga Park-Winnetka-Woodland Hills-West Hills Community Plan’s General Plan 
Land Use Map (City of Los Angeles, 2013b). Therefore, this exception does not apply to the Proposed 
Project. 

Further Analysis 

Because the Proposed Project has been designed to avoid potential adverse effects and use construction 
best management practices (BMPs), a categorical exemption would apply to the Proposed Project and the 
exceptions denoted in State CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 (a)-(f) as described above and 
supplemented below would not apply. 

The Proposed Project would renovate existing athletic fields and construct a new minor structure adjacent 
to the fields, while involving negligible expansion of existing use, which is consistent with eligible Class 1 
and Class 14 categorical exemptions as listed in State CEQA Guidelines Sections 15301 and 15314. The 
Proposed Project would not impact adjacent land uses or sensitive natural resources as all impacts would 
be confined to the existing athletic field. Project construction would also be subject to existing laws; BMPs 
would be implemented to avoid impacts to nesting birds. 

Project construction would be short-term, lasting approximately 17 months. During construction, 
alternative athletic facilities, such as the Northeast Fields, would be available for use until construction is 
completed. Work areas would be fenced to ensure the safety of students. 

Project construction activities would incorporate BMPs to control fugitive dust, which would ensure 
compliance with South Coast Air Quality Management District regulations such as Rule 403 (Fugitive Dust). 
Construction would not occur during evenings and weekends, thereby minimizing noise impacts to 
adjacent residential land uses. Given the short-term and temporary nature of construction activities and 
the limited number of workers required, the Proposed Project would not involve “unusual circumstances.” 
The Proposed Project is located on the LAPC campus which is within a developed urban area surrounded 
by residential and institutional uses. More specifically, the Project site currently facilitates existing 
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baseball and other athletic activities that would remain generally the same under the Proposed Project. 
There are no designated state scenic highways or hazardous waste sites near the Project site (Caltrans, 
2026; DTSC, 2026; SWRCB, 2026). 

There are no known historical resources in proximity to the Project site. The Proposed Project would not 
involve any construction activities or alteration of land outside of the Project site. The Proposed Project 
would not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource. 

LACCD would implement state law and utilize the following BMPs when implementing the Proposed 
Project. These BMPs would minimize fugitive dust, address any unanticipated cultural resource 
discoveries, avoid impacts to nesting birds, and prevent any discharge or runoff of sediment or 
construction-related materials from the site. 

• Fugitive Dust Control. As required by SCAQMD Rule 403 (Fugitive Dust), LACCD would 
implement the best available dust control measures during active operations capable of 
generating fugitive dust. BMPs outlined in Rule 403 that may be utilized during construction, as 
applicable, are provided below in Table 1. 

Table 1. Best Available Control Measures 

Source Category Control Measure Guidance 
Backfilling  Stabilize backfill material when not actively 

handling 
 Stabilize backfill material during handling 
 Stabilize soil at completion of activity 

 Mix backfill soil with water prior to moving  
 Dedicate water truck or high-capacity hose to 

backfilling equipment  
 Empty loader bucket slowly so that no dust 

plumes are generated  
 Minimize drop height from loader bucket 

Clearing and 
grubbing 

 Maintain stability of soil through pre-
watering of site prior to clearing and 
grubbing 

 Stabilize soil during and immediately after 
clearing and grubbing activities 

 Maintain live perennial vegetation where 
possible 

 Apply water in sufficient quantity to prevent 
generation of dust plumes 

Clearing forms  Use sweeping and water spray to clear 
forms 

 Use vacuum system to clear forms 

 Use of high-pressure air to clear forms may 
cause exceedance of Rule requirements 

Cut and fill  Pre-water soils prior to cut and fill activities 
 Stabilize soil during and after cut and fill 

activities  

 For large sites, pre-water with sprinklers or 
water trucks and allow time for penetration 

 Use water trucks/pulls to water soils to depth 
of cut prior to subsequent cuts 

Demolition 
mechanical/manual 

 Stabilize wind erodible surfaces to reduce 
dust 

 Stabilize surface soil where support 
equipment and vehicles will operate 

 Apply water in sufficient quantities to 
prevent the generation of visible dust plumes 



LOS ANGELES COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT PAGE 11 
 

55240.00129\45360753.1 

 Stabilize loose soil and demolition debris 
 Comply with AQMD Rule 1403 

Disturbed soil  Stabilize disturbed soil throughout the 
construction site 

 Stabilize disturbed soil between structures 

 Limit vehicular traffic and disturbances on 
soils where possible 

 If interior block walls are planned, install as 
early as possible 

 Apply water or a stabilizing agent in sufficient 
quantities to prevent the generation of visible 
dust plumes 

Earth-moving 
activities 

 Pre-apply water to depth of proposed cuts 
 Re-apply water as necessary to maintain 

soils in a damp condition and to ensure 
that visible emissions do not exceed 100 
feet in any direction 

 Stabilize soils once earth-moving activities 
are complete 

 Grade each project phase separately, timed 
to coincide with construction phase 

 Upwind fencing can prevent material 
movement on site 

 Apply water or a stabilizing agent in sufficient 
quantities to prevent the generation of visible 
dust plumes 

Importing/exportin
g of bulk materials 

 Stabilize materials while loading to reduce 
fugitive dust emissions 

 Maintain at least six inches of freeboard on 
haul vehicles 

 Stabilize material while transporting and 
unloading to reduce fugitive dust emissions 

 Comply with Vehicle Code Section 23114  

 Use tarps or other suitable enclosures on 
haul trucks 

 Check belly-dump truck seals regularly and 
remove any trapped rocks to prevent spillage 

 Comply with track-out prevention/mitigation 
requirements 

 Provide water while loading and unloading to 
reduce visible dust plumes 

Landscaping  Stabilize soils, materials, and slopes  Apply water to materials to stabilize 
 Maintain materials in a crusted condition 
 Maintain effective cover over materials 
 Stabilize sloping surfaces using soil binders 

until vegetation or ground cover can 
effectively stabilize the slopes 

 Hydroseed prior to rain season 
Screening  Pre-water material prior to screening 

 Limit fugitive dust emissions to opacity and 
plume length standards 

 Stabilize material immediately after 
screening  

 Dedicate water truck or high-capacity hose to 
screening operation  

 Drop material through the screen slowly and 
minimize drop height  

 Install wind barrier with a porosity of no 
more than 50% upwind of screen to the 
height of the drop point 

Staging areas  Stabilize staging areas during use and at 
project completion 

 Limit size of staging area 
 Limit vehicle speeds to 15 miles per hour 
 Limit number and size of staging area 

entrances/exits 
Stockpiles/Bulk 
Material Handling 

 Stabilize stockpiled materials  
 Stockpiles within 100 yards of off-site 

occupied buildings must not be greater 
than eight feet in height; or must have a 
road bladed to the top to allow water truck 
access or must have an operational water 
irrigation system that is capable of 
complete stockpile coverage 

 Add or remove material from the downwind 
portion of the storage pile 

 Maintain storage piles to avoid steep sides or 
faces 

Traffic areas for 
construction 
activities 

 Stabilize all off-road traffic and parking 
areas 

 Stabilize all haul routes 

 Apply gravel/paving to all haul routes as soon 
as possible to all future roadway areas 
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 Direct construction traffic over established 
haul 

 route 

 Barriers can be used to ensure vehicles are 
only used on established parking areas/haul 
route 

Trenching  Stabilize surface soils where trencher or 
excavator and support equipment will 
operate 

 Stabilize soils at the completion of 
trenching activities. 

 Pre-watering of soils prior to trenching is an 
effective preventive measure. For deep 
trenching activities, pre-trench to 18 inches 
soak soils via the pre-trench and resuming 
trenching  

 Washing mud and soils from equipment at 
the conclusion of trenching activities can 
prevent crusting and drying of soil on 
equipment 

Truck Loading  Pre-water material prior to loading 
 Ensure that freeboard exceeds six inches 

(CVC 23114) 

 Empty loader bucket such that no visible dust 
plumes are created 

 Ensure that the loader bucket is close to the 
truck to minimize drop height while loading 

Turf Overseeding  Apply sufficient water immediately prior to 
conducting turf vacuuming activities to 
meet opacity and plume length standards 

 Cover haul vehicles prior to exiting the site 

 Haul waste material immediately off-site 

Source: SCAQMD, 2005. 

• Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP). Prior to ground disturbance, the lead 
agency will develop and provide a Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) for all 
construction personnel. Training shall include a brief review of the cultural sensitivity of the 
Project and the surrounding area; what resources could potentially be identified during 
earthmoving activities; the protocols that apply in the event unanticipated cultural resources are 
identified, including who to contact and appropriate avoidance measures until the find(s) can be 
properly evaluated; and any other appropriate protocols. Photographs of objects considered 
cultural resources with the potential to occur during construction will be presented in the WEAP 
training. 

• Inadvertent Discovery of Cultural Resources. If a potential cultural resource is discovered all 
construction activity within 50 feet of the find should stop until a Secretary of the Interior qualified 
archaeologist assesses the significance of the resource. The archaeologist will consult with the 
appropriate responsible public agency regarding necessary plans for treatment of the find(s), and 
for the evaluation and mitigation of impacts if the finds are thought to be potentially eligible for 
the CRHR or may qualify as a unique archaeological resource under CEQA Section 21083.2. 

• Inadvertent Discovery of Human Remains. In the event that human remains, or potential human 
remains are discovered, construction activities shall be immediately halted. Compliance with 
California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 and Public Resource Code section 5097 is 
required by law. Under California Health and Safety Code Section 8100, six or more human burials 
at a single location constitute a cemetery, and willful disturbance of human remains is a felony 
under Section 7052.  

• Nesting Bird Avoidance and Protection. As required by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and 
California Fish and Game Code, LACCD will implement the following best management practices 
during construction to avoid impacts to protected nesting birds. A qualified biologist shall conduct 
pre-construction nesting bird surveys within all suitable habitat in the Project Area and within a 
300-foot buffer for passerines and a 500-foot buffer for raptors. Surveys shall be completed within 
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72 hours prior to the start of construction activities. If active nests (nests containing eggs, 
nestlings, or fledglings) are detected, the biologist shall establish a no disturbance buffer to be 
maintained until the young have fledged and the nest is no longer active. Standard buffers include 
100 feet for passerines and 500 feet for raptors or special status birds, unless the biologist 
determines—based on species, nest location, site conditions, and proposed activities—that an 
adjusted buffer would still avoid disturbance. A qualified biologist shall monitor all active nests 
within or near the established buffers to ensure compliance and to document nesting status until 
nesting activity has concluded. All Project personnel shall receive environmental awareness 
training prior to construction, including instruction on applicable wildlife laws, sensitive bird 
species, avoidance requirements, and procedures for reporting wildlife incidents. The qualified 
biologist shall have the authority to halt work if nesting birds may be adversely affected and shall 
determine when work may safely resume. 

Conclusion 

LACCD is a public service provider, and LAPC is an educational use. The purpose of the Proposed Project 
is to upgrade and improve the school’s athletic facilities. Therefore, the categorical exemptions described 
in State CEQA Guidelines Sections 15301 and 15314 would apply to the Proposed Project. The applicable 
Class 1 and Class 14 categorical exemptions would not be negated by any of the exceptions listed in State 
CEQA Section 15300.2. The LAPC Athletic Fields Project would not have a significant effect on the envi-
ronment and is considered exempt from the provisions of CEQA. 

We recommend the filing of an NOE based on this analysis within five days of agency approval of the 
Proposed Project and categorical exemption.  
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